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(4) PLANNING.—The term ‘‘planning’’ means

activities such as data collection, evalua-
tion, design, and other associated
preconstruction activities required prior to
the execution of contracts for construction.

(5) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

(6) WATER SUPPLY SYSTEM.—The term
‘‘water supply system’’ means the Fort Peck
Rural County Water Supply System, to be
established and operated substantially in ac-
cordance with the feasibility study.
SEC. 3. FEDERAL ASSISTANCE FOR WATER SUP-

PLY SYSTEM.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Upon request of the Dis-

trict, the Secretary shall enter into a coop-
erative agreement with the District for the
planning, design, and construction by the
District of the water supply system. Title to
this project shall remain in the name of the
District.

(b) SERVICE AREA.—The water supply sys-
tem shall provide for safe and adequate rural
water supplies under the jurisdiction of the
District in Valley County, northeastern
Montana (as described in the feasibility
study).

(c) AMOUNT OF FEDERAL CONTRIBUTION.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (3),

under the cooperative agreement, the Sec-
retary shall pay the Federal share of—

(A) costs associated with the planning, de-
sign, and construction of the water supply
system (as identified in the feasibility
study); and

(B) such means as are necessary to defray
increases in the budget.

(2) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share re-
ferred to in paragraph (1) shall be 75 percent
and shall not be reimbursable.

(3) TOTAL.—The amount of Federal funds
made available under the cooperative agree-
ment shall not exceed the amount of funds
authorized to be appropriated under section
4.

(4) LIMITATIONS.—Not more than 5 percent
of the amount of Federal funds made avail-
able to the Secretary under section 4 may be
used by the Secretary for activities associ-
ated with—

(A) compliance with the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et
seq.); and

(B) oversight of the planning, design, and
construction by the District of the water
supply system.
SEC. 4. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this Act $5,800,000. This authoriza-
tion shall terminate after a period of 5 com-
plete fiscal years after the date of enactment
of this Act unless the Congress has appro-
priated funds for the construction purposes
of this Act. This authorization shall be ex-
tended 1 additional year if the Secretary has
requested such appropriation. The funds au-
thorized to be appropriated may be increased
or decreased by such amounts as are justified
by reason of ordinary fluctuations in devel-
opment costs incurred after October 1, 1994,
as indicated by engineering cost indices ap-
plicable to the type of construction project
authorized under this Act. All costs which
exceed the amounts authorized by this Act,
including costs associated with the ongoing
energy needs, operation, and maintenance of
this project shall remain the responsibility
of the District.
SEC. 5. CACHUMA PROJECT, BRADBURY DAM,

CALIFORNIA.
The prohibition against obligating funds

for construction until 60 days from the date
that the Secretary of the Interior transmits
a report to the Congress in accordance with
section 5 of the Reclamation Safety of Dams
Act of 1978 (43 U.S.C. 509) is waived for the
Cachuma Project, Bradbury Dam, California.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California [Mr. DOOLITTLE] and the
gentleman from California [Mr. MIL-
LER] each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California [Mr. DOOLITTLE].

(Mr. DOOLITTLE asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
1467. This bill would authorize appro-
priations of $5.8 million for construc-
tion of a rural water supply distribu-
tion facility for areas around Fort
Peck Lake in north-central Montana.
The project includes upgrading an ex-
isting water treatment plant and in-
stalling water distribution pipelines.
Currently, 95 percent of the residents
of Valley County must haul their
drinking water. In addition, this area
receives more than 280,000 visits each
year from recreational users at Fort
Peck Reservoir, and a reliable supply
of good quality drinking water is need-
ed to serve these people.

In September 1994, the Bureau of Rec-
lamation and HKM Associates com-
pleted a final engineering report for
the Fort Peck County Rural County
Water District. The report examined 15
alternatives and recommended 1 that
would construct a new intake in the
reservoir and water treatment facility
near Duck Creek. The reservoir is con-
sidered to be the best source of water
for a municipal system because the
water is of good quality and requires
only conventional treatment.

The Federal cost-share on the project
would be 75 percent. All costs for oper-
ation and maintenance, as well as on-
going energy needs, would be the re-
sponsibility of the District, and title to
the facilities will remain with the Dis-
trict. The bill contains a provision that
terminates project authorization 5
complete fiscal years after enactment
if the project has not received con-
struction appropriations by then, ex-
cept that the authorization shall be ex-
tended by 1 additional fiscal year if the
Secretary of the Interior has requested
an appropriation for construction.

The last section of the bill will allow
safety-of-dams work to proceed expedi-
tiously at the Cachuma Project,
Bradbury Dam, California.

This bill was noncontroversial during
the Resources Committee markup. It is
our understanding that the State of
Montana and the entire Montana dele-
gation strongly support the project and
this legislation. I urge my colleagues
to support passage of this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

(Mr. MILLER of California asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. MILLER of California. I rise in
support of this bill, Mr. Speaker, and

want to acknowledge the gentleman
from Montana, Mr. PAT WILLIAMS, for
the work he did on this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S. 1467,
which would authorize appropriations for the
construction of a rural water supply distribution
facility for areas around Fort Peck Lake in
north-central Montana. Most residents of the
area now must have their drinking water deliv-
ered by tank truck.

The bill as amended would strictly limit Fed-
eral expenditures for upgrading the water sup-
ply system, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port S. 1467.

S. 1467 as amended also waives the statu-
tory 60-day congressional waiting period for
approval of a Bureau of Reclamation dam
safety report for the Cachuma Project in Cali-
fornia. I have no objections to this provision of
the bill.

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I urge
passage of the bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California [Mr.
DOOLITTLE] that the House suspend the
rules and pass the Senate bill, S. 1467,
as amended.

The question was taken; (and two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the Sen-
ate bill, as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

KENAI NATIVES ASSOCIATION
EQUITY ACT AMENDMENTS OF 1996

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 401) entitled the ‘‘Kenai Na-
tives Association Equity Act,’’ as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 401

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Kenai Natives
Association Equity Act Amendments of 1996’’.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds the follow-
ing:

(1) The United States Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice and Kenai Natives Association, Inc., have
agreed to transfers of certain land rights, in and
near the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge, nego-
tiated as directed by Public Law 102–458.

(2) The lands to be acquired by the Service are
within the area impacted by the Exxon Valdez
oil spill of 1989, and these lands included impor-
tant habitat for various species of fish and wild-
life for which significant injury resulting from
the spill has been documented through the
EVOS Trustee Council restoration process. This
analysis has indicated that these lands gen-
erally have value for the restoration of such in-
jured natural resources as pink salmon, dolly
varden, bald eagles, river otters, and cultural
and archaeological resources. This analysis has
also indicated that these lands generally have
high value for the restoration of injured species
that rely on these natural resources, including
wilderness quality, recreation, tourism, and sub-
sistence.

(3) Restoration of the injured species will ben-
efit from acquisition and the prevention of dis-
turbances which may adversely affect their re-
covery.



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H9959September 4, 1996
(4) It is in the public interest to complete the

conveyances provided for in this Act.
(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this Act is to

authorize and direct the Secretary, at the elec-
tion of KNA, to complete the conveyances pro-
vided for in this Act.
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

For purposes of this Act, the term—
(1) ‘‘ANCSA’’ means the Alaska Native Claims

Settlement Act of 1971 (43 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.);
(2) ‘‘ANILCA’’ means the Alaska National In-

terest Lands Conservation Act (Public Law 96–
487; 94 Stat. 2371 et seq.);

(3) ‘‘conservation system unit’’ has the same
meaning as in section 102(4) of ANILCA (16
U.S.C. 3102(4));

(4) ‘‘CIRI’’ means the Cook Inlet Region, Inc.,
a Native Regional Corporation incorporated in
the State of Alaska pursuant to the terms of
ANCSA;

(5) ‘‘EVOS’’ means the Exxon Valdez oil spill;
(6) ‘‘KNA’’ means the Kenai Natives Associa-

tion, Inc., an urban corporation incorporated in
the State of Alaska pursuant to the terms of
ANCSA;

(7) ‘‘lands’’ means any lands, waters, or inter-
ests therein;

(8) ‘‘Refuge’’ means the Kenai National Wild-
life Refuge;

(9) ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary of the In-
terior;

(10) ‘‘Service’’ means the United States Fish
and Wildlife Service; and

(11) ‘‘Terms and Conditions’’ means the Terms
and Conditions for Land Consolidation and
Management in the Cook Inlet Area, as clarified
on August 31, 1976, ratified by section 12 of Pub-
lic Law 94–204 (43 U.S.C. 1611 note).
SEC. 4. ACQUISITION OF LANDS.

(a) OFFER TO KNA.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the availability of

the funds identified in subsection (b)(3), no later
than 90 days after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Secretary shall offer to convey to KNA
the interests in land and rights set forth in sub-
section (b)(2), subject to valid existing rights, in
return for the conveyance by KNA to the United
States of the interests in land or relinquishment
of ANCSA selections set forth in subsection
(b)(1). Payment for the lands conveyed to the
United States by KNA is contingent upon KNA’s
acceptance of the entire conveyance outlined
herein.

(2) LIMITATION.—The Secretary may not con-
vey any lands or make payment to KNA under
this section unless title to the lands to be con-
veyed by KNA under this Act has been found by
the United States to be sufficient in accordance
with the provisions of section 355 of the Revised
Statutes (40 U.S.C. 255).

(b) ACQUISITION LANDS.—
(1) LANDS TO BE CONVEYED TO THE UNITED

STATES.—The lands to be conveyed by KNA to
the United States, or the valid selection rights
under ANCSA to be relinquished, all situated
within the boundary of the Refuge, are the fol-
lowing:

(A) The conveyance of approximately 803
acres located along and on islands within the
Kenai River, known as the Stephanka Tract.

(B) The conveyance of approximately 1,243
acres located along the Moose River, known as
the Moose River Patented Lands Tract.

(C) The relinquishment of KNA’s selection
known as the Moose River Selected Tract, con-
taining approximately 753 acres located along
the Moose River.

(D) The relinquishment of KNA’s remaining
ANCSA entitlement of approximately 454 acres.

(E) The relinquishment of all KNA’s remain-
ing overselections. Upon completion of all
relinquishments outlined above, all KNA’s enti-
tlement shall be deemed to be extinguished and
the completion of this acquisition will satisfy all
of KNA’s ANCSA entitlement.

(F) The conveyance of an access easement
providing the United States and its assigns ac-

cess across KNA’s surface estate in the SW1⁄4 of
section 21, T. 6 N., R. 9 W., Seward Meridian,
Alaska.

(G) The conveyance of approximately 100
acres within the Beaver Creek Patented Tract,
which is contiguous to lands being retained by
the United States contiguous to the Beaver
Creek Patented Tract, in exchange for 280 acres
of Service lands currently situated within the
Beaver Creek Selected Tract.

(2) LANDS TO BE CONVEYED TO KNA.—The
rights provided or lands to be conveyed by the
United States to KNA, are the following:

(A) The surface and subsurface estate to ap-
proximately 5 acres, subject to reservations of
easements for existing roads and utilities, lo-
cated within the city of Kenai, Alaska, identi-
fied as United States Survey 1435, withdrawn by
Executive Order 2934, and known as the old
Fish and Wildlife Service Headquarters site.

(B) The remaining subsurface estate held by
the United States to approximately 13,811 acres,
including portions of the Beaver Creek Patented
Tract, the Beaver Creek Selected Tract, and por-
tions of the Swanson River Road West Tract
and the Swanson River Road East Tract, where
the surface was previously or will be conveyed
to KNA pursuant to this Act. The conveyance of
these subsurface interests will be subject to the
rights of CIRI to the coal, oil, and gas, and to
all rights CIRI, its successors, and assigns
would have under paragraph 1(B) of the Terms
and Conditions, including the right to sand and
gravel, to construct facilities, to have rights-of-
way, and to otherwise develop its subsurface in-
terests.

(C)(i) The nonexclusive right to use sand and
gravel which is reasonably necessary for on-site
development without compensation or permit on
those portions of the Swanson River Road East
Tract, comprising approximately 1,738.04 acres;
where the entire subsurface of the land is pres-
ently owned by the United States. The United
States shall retain the ownership of all other
sand and gravel located within the subsurface
and KNA shall not sell or dispose of such sand
and gravel.

(ii) The right to excavate within the sub-
surface estate as reasonably necessary for struc-
tures, utilities, transportation systems, and
other development of the surface estate.

(D) The nonexclusive right to excavate within
the subsurface estate as reasonably necessary
for structures, utilities, transportation systems,
and other development of the surface estate on
the SW1⁄4, section 21, T. 6 N., R. 9 W., Seward
Meridian, Alaska, where the entire subsurface
of the land is owned by the United States and
which public lands shall continue to be with-
drawn from mining following their removal from
the Refuge boundary under subsection (c)(1)(B).
The United States shall retain the ownership of
all other sand and gravel located within the
subsurface of this parcel.

(E) The surface estate of approximately 280
acres known as the Beaver Creek Selected Tract.
This tract shall be conveyed to KNA in ex-
change for lands conveyed to the United States
as described in subsection (b)(1)(B).

(3) PAYMENT.—The United States shall make a
total cash payment to KNA for the above-de-
scribed lands of $4,443,000, contingent upon the
appropriate approvals of the Federal or State of
Alaska EVOS Trustees (or both) necessary for
any expenditure of the EVOS settlement funds.

(4) NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES.—
Upon completion of the acquisition authorized
in subsection (a), the Secretary shall, at no cost
to KNA, in coordination with KNA, promptly
undertake to nominate the Stephanka Tract to
the National Register of Historic Places, in rec-
ognition of the archaeological artifacts from the
original Dena’ina Settlement. If the Department
of the Interior establishes a historical, cultural,
or archaeological interpretive site, KNA shall
have the exclusive right to operate a Dena’ina
interpretive site on the Stephanka Tract under
the regulations and policies of the department.

If KNA declines to operate such a site, the de-
partment may do so under its existing authori-
ties. Prior to the department undertaking any
archaeological activities whatsoever on the
Stephanka Tract, KNA shall be consulted.

(c) GENERAL PROVISIONS.—
(1) REMOVAL OF KNA LANDS FROM THE NA-

TIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM.—
(A) Effective on the date of closing for the Ac-

quisition Lands identified in subsection (b)(2),
all lands retained by or conveyed to KNA pursu-
ant to this Act, and the subsurface interests of
CIRI underlying such lands shall be automati-
cally removed from the National Wildlife Refuge
System and shall neither be considered as part
of the Refuge nor subject to any laws pertaining
solely to lands within the boundaries of the Ref-
uge. The conveyance restrictions imposed by
section 22(g) of ANCSA (i) shall then be ineffec-
tive and cease to apply to such interests of KNA
and CIRI, and (ii) shall not be applicable to the
interests received by KNA in accordance with
subsection (b)(2) or to the CIRI interests under-
lying them. The Secretary shall adjust the
boundaries of the Refuge so as to exclude all in-
terests in lands retained or received in exchange
by KNA in accordance with this Act, including
both surface and subsurface, and shall also ex-
clude all interests currently held by CIRI. On
lands within the Swanson River Road East
Tract, the boundary adjustment shall only in-
clude the surface estate where the subsurface
estate is retained by the United States.

(B)(i) The Secretary, KNA, and CIRI shall
execute an agreement within 45 days of the date
of enactment of this Act which preserves CIRI’s
rights under paragraph 1(B)(1) of the Terms and
Conditions, addresses CIRI’s obligations under
such paragraph, and adequately addresses man-
agement issues associated with the boundary
adjustment set forth in this Act and with the
differing interests in land resulting from enact-
ment of this Act.

(ii) In the event that no agreement is executed
as provided for in clause (i), solely for the pur-
poses of administering CIRI’s rights under para-
graph 1(B)(1) of the Terms and Conditions, the
Secretary and CIRI shall be deemed to have re-
tained their respective rights and obligations
with respect to CIRI’s subsurface interests
under the requirements of the Terms and Condi-
tions in effect on June 18, 1996. Notwithstanding
the boundary adjustments made pursuant to
this Act, conveyances to KNA shall be deemed to
remain subject to the Secretary’s and CIRI’s
rights and obligations under paragraph 1(B)(1)
of the Terms and Conditions.

(C) The Secretary is authorized to acquire by
purchase or exchange, on a willing seller basis
only, any lands retained by or conveyed to
KNA. In the event that any lands owned by
KNA are subsequently acquired by the United
States, they shall be automatically included in
the Refuge System. The laws and regulations
applicable to Refuge lands shall then apply to
these lands and the Secretary shall then adjust
the boundaries accordingly.

(D) Nothing in this Act is intended to enlarge
or diminish the authorities, rights, duties, obli-
gations, or the property rights held by CIRI
under the Terms and Conditions, or otherwise
except as set forth in this Act. In the event of
the purchase by the United States of any lands
from KNA in accordance with paragraph (1)(B),
the United States shall reassume from KNA the
rights it previously held under the Terms and
Conditions and the provisions in any patent im-
plementing section 22(g) of ANCSA will again
apply.

(E) By virtue of implementation of this Act,
CIRI is deemed entitled to 1,207 acres of in-lieu
subsurface entitlement under section 12(a)(1) of
ANCSA. Such entitlement shall be fulfilled in
accordance with paragraph 1(B)(2)(A) of the
Terms and Conditions.

(2) MAPS AND LEGAL DESCRIPTIONS.—Maps
and a legal description of the lands described
above shall be on file and available for public
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inspection in the appropriate offices of the Unit-
ed States Department of the Interior, and the
Secretary shall, no later than 90 days after en-
actment of this Act, prepare a legal description
of the lands described in subsection (b)(1)(G).
Such maps and legal description shall have the
same force and effect as if included in the Act,
except that the Secretary may correct clerical
and typographical errors.

(3) ACCEPTANCE.—KNA may accept the offer
made in this Act by notifying the Secretary in
writing of its decision within 180 days of receipt
of the offer. In the event the offer is rejected,
the Secretary shall notify the Committee on Re-
sources of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
and the Committee on Environment and Public
Works of the Senate.

(4) FINAL MAPS.—Not later than 120 days after
the conclusion of the acquisition authorized by
subsection (a), the Secretary shall transmit a
final report and maps accurately depicting the
lands transferred and conveyed pursuant to this
Act and the acreage and legal descriptions of
such lands to the Committee on Resources of the
House of Representatives and the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources and the Commit-
tee on Environment and Public Works of the
Senate.
SEC. 5. ADJUSTMENTS TO NATIONAL WILDER-

NESS SYSTEM.
Upon acquisition of lands by the United

States pursuant to section 4(b)(1), that portion
of the Stephanka Tract lying south and west of
the Kenai River, consisting of approximately 592
acres, shall be included in and managed as part
of the Kenai Wilderness and such lands shall be
managed in accordance with the applicable pro-
visions of the Wilderness Act and ANILCA.
SEC. 6. DESIGNATION OF LAKE TODATONTEN

SPECIAL MANAGEMENT AREA.
(a) PURPOSE.—To balance the potential effects

on fish, wildlife, and habitat of the removal of
KNA lands from the Refuge System, the Sec-
retary is hereby directed to withdraw, subject to
valid existing rights, from location, entry, and
patent under the mining laws and to create as
a special management unit for the protection of
fish, wildlife, and habitat, certain unappropri-
ated and unreserved public lands, totaling ap-
proximately 37,000 acres adjacent to the west
boundary of the Kanuti National Wildlife Ref-
uge to be known as the ‘‘Lake Todatonten Spe-
cial Management Area’’, as depicted on the map
entitled Proposed: Lake Todatonten Special
Management Area, dated June 13, 1996, and to
be managed by the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment.

(b) MANAGEMENT.—
(1) Such designation is subject to all valid ex-

isting rights as well as the subsistence pref-
erences provided under title VIII of ANILCA.
Any lands conveyed to the State of Alaska shall
be removed from the Lake Todatonten Special
Management Area.

(2) The Secretary may permit any additional
uses of the area, or grant easements, only to the
extent that such use, including leasing under
the mineral leasing laws, is determined to not
detract from nor materially interfere with the
purposes for which the Special Management
Area is established.

(3)(A) The BLM shall establish the Lake
Todatonten Special Management Area Commit-
tee. The membership of the Committee shall con-
sist of 11 members as follows:

(i) Two residents each from the villages of
ALatna, Allakaket, Hughes, and Tanana.

(ii) One representative from each of Doyon
Corporation, the Tanana Chiefs Conference,
and the State of Alaska.

(B) Members of the Committee shall serve
without pay.

(C) The BLM shall hold meetings of the Lake
Todatonten Special Management Area Commit-
tee at least once per year to discuss management
issues within Special Management Area. The

BLM shall not allow any new type of activity in
the Special Management Area without first con-
ferring with the Committee in a timely manner.

(c) ACCESS.—The Secretary shall allow the fol-
lowing:

(1) Private access for any purpose, including
economic development, to lands within the
boundaries of the Special Management Area
which are owned by third parties or are held in
trust by the Secretary for third parties pursuant
to the Alaska Native Allotment Act (25 U.S.C.
336). Such rights may be subject to restrictions
issued by the BLM to protect subsistence uses of
the Special Management Area.

(2) Existing public access across the Special
Management Area. Section 1110(a) of ANILCA
shall apply to the Special Management Area.

(d) SECRETARIAL ORDER AND MAPS.—The Sec-
retary shall file with the Committee on Re-
sources of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
and the Committee on Environment and Public
Works of the Senate, the Secretarial Order and
maps setting forth the boundaries of the Area
within 90 days of the completion of the acquisi-
tion authorized by this Act. Once established,
this Order may only be amended or revoked by
Act of Congress.

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as may be necessary to carry out the pur-
poses of this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California [Mr. DOOLITTLE] and the
gentleman from California [Mr. MIL-
LER] each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California [Mr. DOOLITTLE].

(Mr. DOOLITTLE asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 401 was reported by
the Resources Committee by a voice
vote on June 19. The bill enjoys broad
bipartisan support, including the sup-
port of the Department of the Interior.

H.R. 401 does several things, a few of
which I will briefly mention.

First, the bill solves a longstanding
dispute between the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and the Kenai Natives
Association [KNA] over lands owned by
KNA that are located within the Kenai
Wildlife Refuge. KNA has been pre-
cluded from developing approximately
15,500 acres that were conveyed to
them pursuant to passage of the Alas-
ka Native Claims Settlement Act in
1971. Under H.R. 401, those 15,500 acres
of KNA-owned land will be removed
from the Refuge and all associated de-
velopment restrictions will be lifted.

Second, H.R. 401 will allow the Fish
and Wildlife Service to acquire three
highly desirable parcels of land owned
by KNA and KNA’s remaining land en-
titlement at appraised value. A total of
2,253 acres of KNA lands will be ac-
quired with Exxon Valdez oil spill set-
tlement funds for approximately $4.5
million.

Finally, KNA will receive title to the
old Kenai National Wildlife Refuge
headquarters site in downtown Kenai,
Alaska, which consists of a building
and a 5-acre parcel—KNA would like to
use this site for economic development
purposes.

The Fish and Wildlife Service has
proposed in order to maintain natural
resource protection and values, that
Congress designate approximately
37,000 acres as a BLM Special Manage-
ment Area in exchange for removing
15,500 acres from the Refuge. This pro-
posal has been incorporated into H.R.
401. The Special Management Area
would be created adjacent to an exist-
ing refuge in north-central Alaska.
Management of the area will be subject
to existing subsistence preferences and
valid existing rights. Furthermore,
public access will be protected and
residents of surrounding villages will
be given the ability to participate in
decisions relative to management of
the area.

The Kenai Natives have waited long
enough to resolve these land use issues.
Hopefully the Senate will move similar
legislation prior to the end of this leg-
islative session. I urge Members sup-
port for this noncontroversial legisla-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this
legislation. I thank the gentleman
from Alaska, the chairman of the Com-
mittee on Resources, for his sponsor-
ship of this bill and his long-standing
interest in the concerns of the Kenai
Native Association.

This bill would ratify an agreement
negotiated between KNA and the De-
partment of the Interior. The bill pro-
vides the Native corporation with clear
title to lands received under the Alas-
ka Native Claims Settlement Act
which are within the boundaries of the
Kenai National Wildlife Refuge and
subject to development restrictions. To
equalize values in the exchange, KNA
also would receive $4.4 million from the
Exxon Valdez oil spill trust fund. Ac-
cordingly, this bill has no negative im-
pact on the Federal budget.

In return, the Kenai National Wild-
life Refuge would benefit by the acqui-
sition of over 3,000 acres of prime fish
and wildlife habitat along the Kenai
River, one of the most important fish-
ing and recreational watersheds in
Alaska. About 592 acres of these ac-
quired lands would be designated part
of the refuge wilderness. The habitat
values of the lands have been evaluated
and their acquisition approved by the
State-Federal trustee council which
administers the Exxon Valdez trust
fund. I have long supported prudent use
of the Exxon Valdez monies for habitat
protection in the region affected by the
oil spill and I commend both Interior
Secretary Babbitt and Alaska Gov-
ernor Tony Knowles for their leader-
ship within the council.

In addition, to help compensate for
the removal of KNA lands from the ref-
uge boundaries, a 37,000 acre special
fish and wildlife management area
would be designated adjacent to the
Kanuti National Wildlife Refuge in
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nothern Alaska and administered by
the BLM.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation provides
significant opportunities for a Native
corporation that has struggled for well
over a decade to find an accommoda-
tion between the economic interests of
its shareholders and the land manage-
ment interests of the Fish and Wildlife
Service. While other administrations
have been indifferent to KNA’s plight,
the Interior Department has attempted
in this bill to strike a reasonable bal-
ance between the interests of Native
Alaskans and fish and wildlife protec-
tion. I urge the other body to avoid the
temptation to rewrite the environ-
mental designations or otherwise gen-
erate controversy and opposition. It is
clearly in the best interests of KNA to
have this legislation enacted into law
this Congress.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further requests for time, I yield
back the balance of my time, and I
urge passage of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California [Mr.
DOOLITTLE] that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 401, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

DESIGNATING ADMINISTRATION
OF LAKE TAHOE BASIN NA-
TIONAL FOREST TO SECRETARY
OF AGRICULTURE

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2122) to designate the Lake
Tahoe Basin National Forest in the
States of California and Nevada to be
administered by the Secretary of Agri-
culture, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 2122

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION.

There is hereby designated in the States of
California and Nevada the Lake Tahoe Basin
National Forest to be administered by the
Secretary of Agriculture as a unit of the Na-
tional Forest System subject to the laws,
rules, and regulations applicable to the Na-
tional Forest System.
SEC. 2. BOUNDARIES.

(a) The Lake Tahoe Basin National Forest
shall comprise those lands designated as the
Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit in the
Federal Register notice dated January 13,
1978 (43 F.R. 1971) and any lands subsequently
added to the Unit.

(b) For the purposes of section 7 of the
Land and Conservation Fund Act of 1965 (16
U.S.C. 4601–9), the exterior boundary of the
Lake Tahoe Basin National Forest estab-
lished by this Act shall be treated as if it
were the boundary as of January 1, 1965.

(c) The boundaries of the Tahoe, Eldorado,
Toiyabe National Forests are hereby modi-
fied to exclude those lands with the bound-
aries of the Lake Tahoe Basin National For-
est.

(d) The Secretary of Agriculture is author-
ized to make corrections or adjustments in
the boundaries of the Tahoe, Eldorado,
Toiyabe, and Lake Tahoe Basin National
Forests for administrative purposes.
SEC. 3. LAND MANAGEMENT PLANNING.

(a) The Land and Resource Management
Plan for the Lake Tahoe Basin Management
Unit dated December 2, 1988, shall constitute
the land management plan required by sec-
tion 6 of the Forest and Rangeland Renew-
able Resources Planning Act of 1974, as
amended by the National Forest Manage-
ment Act of 1976 (16 U.S.C. 1604).

(b) Nothing in this Act shall require the
Forest Service to amend or revise—

(1) the land and resource management plan
dated December 2, 1988, or its associated en-
vironmental impact statement, or to prepare
a new plan or associated environmental im-
pact statement; or

(2) any draft or final land and resource
management plan or associated environ-
mental impact statement for the Tahoe, El-
dorado or Toiyabe National Forests.
SEC. 4. ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.

(a) Any reference to the Lake Tahoe Basin
Management Unit in any existing statute,
regulation, manual, handbook, or otherwise
shall be deemed a reference to the Lake
Tahoe Basin National Forest.

(b) Nothing in this Act shall affect—
(1) any provisions of Public Law 96–551 (94

Stat. 3233), giving Congressional consent to
the Tahoe Planning Compact;

(2) any provisions of Public Law 96–586 (94
Stat. 3381), an Act to provide disposal of cer-
tain Federal lands in the Lake Tahoe Basin,
commonly called the Burton-Santini Act; or

(3) valid existing rights of persons holding
any authorization, permit, option or other
form of contract existing on the date of en-
actment of this Act.

(c) Notwithstanding the distribution re-
quirements of payments under the Act of
May 23, 1908 (Ch. 192, 35 Stat. 251, as amend-
ed), distribution of receipts from the Eldo-
rado, Tahoe, Toiyabe, and Lake Tahoe Basin
National Forests shall be based upon the Na-
tional Forest boundaries that existed prior
to enactment of this Act, as though the Lake
Tahoe Basin National Forest does not exist.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California [Mr. DOOLITTLE] and the
gentleman from California [Mr. MIL-
LER] each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California [Mr. DOOLITTLE].

(Mr. DOOLITTLE asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
2122, sponsored by Mrs. VUCANOVICH of
Nevada, which would change the des-
ignation of the Lake Tahoe Basin Man-
agement Unit to the Lake Tahoe Basin
National Forest.

The Lake Tahoe Basin Management
Unit is made up of portions of three na-
tional forests, including the Tahoe and
Eldorado National Forests in Califor-
nia and the Toiyabe National Forest in
Nevada. Since 1973, the Forest Service
has administered these lands—approxi-
mately 152,000 acres—as a single man-

agement unit. A land management plan
for the unit was adopted by the agency
in 1988.

H.R. 2122 would not change the way
the lands are managed. The bill was
amended by the Subcommittee on Na-
tional Parks, Forests and Lands to en-
sure that the designation encompasses
all lands included in the management
unit since it was established in 1973, as
requested by the administration and
agreed to by Mrs. VUCANOVICH. The ad-
ministration supports the bill in its
current form, and the Forest Service
supported similar legislation in the
102d Congress.

I urge the Members of the House to
approve this commonsense measure
that will clarify the designation of the
national forests in the Lake Tahoe
Basin.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, we support this legisla-
tion, and the administration supports
it.

H.R. 2122 designates a new national forest,
the Lake Tahoe Basin National Forest, from
lands within the Tahoe, Eldorado, and Toiyobe
National Forests. Currently the lands, which
total about 152,000 acres, are designated as
the Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit and
administered as a separate unit within the
three existing national forests in the area.

The administration supports the bill and we
have no objection to its consideration. H.R.
2122 is a name change only, it will not alter
how these lands are managed.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I urge
passage of the bill. I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California [Mr.
DOOLITTLE] that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2122, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

NEVADA BOUNDARY CORRECTION

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2135) to provide for the cor-
rection of boundaries of certain lands
in Clark County, NV, acquired by per-
sons who purchased such lands in good
faith reliance on existing private land
surveys, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 2135

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

The Congress finds and declares that:
(1) Certain landowners in the (North) Deca-

tur Boulevard area of Las Vegas and North


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-06-12T15:00:48-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




